2                          EDGAR ALLAN POE.,
eldest born. He was in his sixtieth year, with at least three younger children to provide for, and he let the runaway shift for himself, — a situation tediously familiar, in after years, to the young' actor, who was most successful on the boards in that part of the " Wild Gallant" which he had first essayed in real life; but his father was by no means tlie worldly-minded, dry-hearted miser of the playwrights.
General Poe, indeed, left a memory full  of vir-tae.   Every action of his life bespeaks  a   strong" ami decisive man, from the time he first comes into pubfic notice as "one David Poe, a wheelwright," feader of the mob that ousted Robert Christie, the JEoyal Sheriff, from the city, and   afterward  attacked the Tory editor,  William   Groddard.,   the slanderer of Washington.    He had a natural   right 10 a rude and resolute strength, since by a not improbable tradition he traced his descent through his father, John Poe, who had emigrated about   1745 from the north of Ireland and settled in Pennsyl-vwaa, to one of Cromwell's officers who  had  re-grants of Irish land, while on his mother's said to have been nephew to John   Mac-who fought under Nelson at Copenhagen, fo'be an Admiral of the Blue.     In his post  of Assistant   Quartermaster-Baltimore, he was a prompt and effect-se patriotism was genuine and  deep-sinee ha advanced money from his  scanty
